
Wakefield Camera Club
Annual General Meeting

7th
 January 2011

In Attendance;- Andrew Walsh, Brian Holding, Christopher Ogilvie, David Carr, David Hall, 
David Jones, David Kershaw, David Lockton, Eve Davies, John Bickerdike, John Boyd, 
John M Bunn, Judith Kershaw, Malcolm Dobson, Mark Naylor, Nick Holowka, Paul Scott, 
Peter Marsh, Sally Sallett, Shereen Allen, Stephen Slocombe, Stephen Wright, Steve 
Wood, Trevor Bottomley and Vera Jones.

The Meeting started at 7.39pm

1. Apologies for absence

Chris New, Debi Knight, Les Forrester, Mike Hart and Philip Watson.

2. The Minutes of the previous meeting were projected and agreed as a true record.

3. There were no matters arising from these minutes.

4. Treasurers Report;-
The membership increase from 71 in 2009 to 92 in 2010. An attendance at the weekly 
meetings has increased from an average of 32 in 2009 to 42 in 2010.
YPU subscriptions have increased slightly with the increase in members. General 
expenditure has increased slightly, but expenditure on equipment has risen considerably 
with the purchase of a new laptop and exhibition stands. Though the Club is still in a sound 
financial position, we did make an overall loss for the second year running. We need to 
strive for an increase in income to help cover future expected purchases.
Trevor ended by thanking the members for their support throughout the year.
The accounts were voted a true record and David Hall thanked for auditing them.

5. Subscriptions for 2011-12

The committee recommended that the membership fees remained the same, but the 
nightly attendance fee be increased from £1 to £1.50. General discussion followed, with 
some members questioning the need for an increase and others suggesting that we 
should round the proposed figure up to £2. During this discussion John Boyd said “The 
Committee do a terrific job” and asked that this be minuted.  He also recommended that 
we consider an increase to £2 next year. A vote was taken and the increase to £1.50 was 
carried by a large majority.
6. Secretary’s Report.

As Christine was unable to attend, David Kershaw was taking the minutes. So in the 



absence of a report from Christine asked that the Club thank her for her efforts over the 
past couple of years and expressed a hope that she would soon be able to find time to 
attend club meetings. The vote of thanks was unanimous.

7. Presidents Report.

John Bickerdike commented upon the growth in membership, the interesting a varied 
syllabus, the continued improvement in the quality of photography in the club, the three 
exhibitions, the web site, the external competitions we had taken part in, the new 
equipment we had purchase and intended to purchase, the weekly newsletter and the 
projects for the coming year. He thanked the committee members for their help and the 
membership for support.

8. Motion affecting Wakefield Camera Club Rules.

Existing Club Rule 4 to be replaced with;-
The Club Committee shall be elected annually and shall consist of: President, Treasurer, 
General Secretary, Life Members and any additional Officers or posts recommended by 
the outgoing committee. Committee members must be proposed by a member and 
seconded by another member.

Following an explanation for the change and a vote, the rule was passed unanimously.
 

9. Annual Outing.

The membership was asked for suggestions; - Amsterdam, Appleby, Beamish and Malham 
were all proposed. It was agreed that the Committee make the final decision. 

10. Exhibitions.

The intention to hold another exhibition was expressed and the members suggested that 
we may wish to consider the new Trinity Walk and Sainsbury’s as other possibilities.

11. Syllabus for 2011-12

Copies of the proposed syllabus were circulated and David Jones commented upon the 
content. David also thanked Nick for the way he had brought last year’s ideas into fruition 
and expressed a hope that he would continue to do so.

12. Election of Officers for 2011-12

The following Committee Members were elected;- 

Steve Wood President
Nick Holowka Vice President

Trevor Bottomley Treasurer

David Kershaw General Secretary



David Jones Syllabus Secretary

Vera Jones Competition Secretary

Events & Exhibition Officer Vacant

Sally Sallett Social/Membership Officer

Brian Holding Social/Functions Officer
Shirley Holding Social/Functions Officer
Debi Knight Publicity Officer

Philip Watson Publicity Officer

David Hall Webmaster

Chris New Elected Member

Danielle Stoker Elected Member

Malcolm Dobson Elected Member

Stephen Wright Elected Member

John Boyd Auditor (non-committee post)

Steve Wood introduced himself to the members and thanked John Bickerdike for the work 
he had done over the last few years.

13. Any Other Business.

David Kershaw proposed that John Bickerdike be made a life member. This was agreed 
unanimously.

David Kershaw suggested that an idea of nick’s, to arrange for all members to be offered 
the chance for 3 of their images, to be turned into commercially produced A3 prints at the 
clubs expense each year, be considered. This was agreed, the details to be agreed in 
committee.

David Kershaw suggested that we should commemorate Maurice Biglin in some way. John 
Boyd proposed that we hold a ‘Wild Flower print’ competition and purchase a trophy. This 
was agreed.

Malcolm Dobson asked if there was some way in which beginners could be encouraged to 
submit prints or digital images. General discussion followed without any final conclusion, 
but Steve Wood gave an undertaking that the committee would try and arrange for a 
system of one to one print critique, guidance from competition judges or other form of 
encouragement would be organised.

John Boyd asked if better use of the microphone could be investigated. It was felt that with 
an increase in members and the subsequent need to sit further back, a practical audio 
system was needed on most evenings. Possibly a clip on or hand held mike. The 
committee were instructed to research as solve the problem.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm


