
Wakefield Camera Club

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Monday 9th December 2019 at 19:30

1a      Present

Steve Wood, Trevor Bottomley, Nigel Hazell, Neil Clarke, Sally Sallett, Jane Lazenby, Ian 
Waddington, Sarah Hargreaves, Ray Phillips, Jean Phillips, David Hullock, Mike Hinchliffe, David 
Kershaw, Judith Kershaw, John Upson, Sara Cremer, Michelle Howell, Angela Crutchley Rhodes, 
Malcolm Dobson, Peter Wells, Steve Wright, Alistair Dore, Robert Bilton, Peter Simpson, Steve 
Thorne, Trevor Jones, Colin Hodges, Alan Smith, Jim Smith, Keith Nunns

1b      Apologies

Chris New, Geoff Cross, Carole Cross

2.      Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th December 2018

The minutes from last year's meeting were taken as read. These were proposed by Peter Wells as 
being a true record of the meeting. This was unanimously agreed by those present.

3.      Matters arising from the 2018 AGM

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting

4.      Treasurer’s Report

Trevor Bottomley, Wakefield Camera Club Treasurer, presented the following report along with a 
relevant spreadsheet of the accounts for 1st 0ctober 2018 - 30th September 2019.  

As always, the club has gained and lost members over the year, and we ended the year with a slight 
drop of membership to 74 compared to 77 in 2018. We ended the year with income from 
subscriptions at £xxx compared to £xxx in 2018.

The main income for the club, which is from entrance fees, was around the same in 2019 at £x,xxx 
compared to £x,xxx in 2018.

The Auction Night held on 22nd October (though in 2018, was included in 2019’s accounts due to the 
Club's Financial year starting 1st October), and raised £xxx.

More was spent this year on rental of space for the Annual Exhibition in the Ridings, £xxx compared 
to £xxx in 2018. This was due to the Exhibition being held over 6 days, rather than 3 days in 2018, 
We also paid out £xxx to Ridings Exhibition competition winners, which was a new event introduced 
for members of the public to submit enprints for judging with cash prizes awarded to winners.

We had no spending on equipment in 2019, all items were purchased in the previous year’s accounts 
and taken from the Lottery Grant. Most spending was on sundry items purchased, the main costs 
being the Trophies.

Sundry Income gave us a balance of £xxx, the main income being the sale of studio lights. (£xxx) 
Sundry Expenses came to £xxx, most of which was for website hosting, catering, software 
subscription, and the £xxx paid out to Ridings Exhibition competition winners, as mentioned earlier. A 
full breakdown of these entries is shown on the Sundry Income and Sundry Expenses tabs. Where 
one offsets the other, they are shown on both tabs, i.e., we have income of £xx for members’ prints 
sold at our Exhibition, but £xx was paid back to members.

Though competition judges fees are up from £xxx in 2018 to £xxx in 2019, speakers fees have been 
kept down from £xxx in 2018 to £xxx in 2019. Committee expenses are also down from £xxx in 2018 
to £xx in 2019, so well done committee!



Though overall the balance for 2019 is down slightly over the year by just £xx, the Club is still in a 
good financial position, carrying forward a total credit balance of £xxxx.

Trevor said he would finally like to thank all club members, for their support throughout this last year, 
and especially to all other committee members for their hard work.

John Upson (Auditor) was satisfied that the accounts were a true record. John was thanked for his 
work in respect of the accounts

Trevor was also thanked for his work throughout the year in respect of the club finances.

David Kershaw proposed the accounts as a true record. There was unanimous agreement by those 
present.

5.      Subscriptions for 2020

Trevor proposed that as the club was in secure position, that the annual subscription and admission 
fees remain the same. 

6.      President's Report 2019: Steven A Wood

This is Steven's report:-

Good evening everyone, and thank you for coming to this years AGM…. My first full year as president
too!

Well it has been an absolutely great year, with some success thrown in along the way for the club and
individually with members gaining qualifications, acceptances into prestigious competitions, oh and 
Countryfile calendar winner amongst us!!

So what do we have to be proud about….

In February we hosted a round of the Mersea Island competition where we ended up taking top spot 
for the night which boosted us to 3rd place, we later went on to top our group and get to the finals in 
Ipswich, however it was not to be this year with us missing out on the silverware, but a great 
achievement non the less. 

In March many members of WCC were fortunate to have images selected  and awarded for the 
Annual YPU exhibition held in Bingley – well done to all.

April saw around 25 members meet at Newmillerdam for the spring outing, where the was an 
abundance of spring flora to be found, but we also had the pleasure of a fantastic young model to 
photograph as we made our way round the Lake – thank you to Janey and Lena!

We hosted a number of successful RPS advisory days held at Brookhouse throughout the year, with 
the latest just this weekend. We are due to hold more next year. 

The trip to the Sheffield knockout in March saw us go out after round 3 – similar to last year but we 
did finish 8th out of 27 clubs, an improvement on last year, so looking forward to seeing how we fare 
this year. 

The monies gained from the lottery grant continued to help provide opportunities for our members 
with the Wednesday workshops continuing to be popular – if you came a few weeks ago you could 
have been forgiven for thinking we had a coach load wanting some help, but alas they were here 
celebrating a wedding which caused a bit of confusion….

In June, around 20 members made the trip up to the North East for a couple of days for a spot of 
Nature photography on the Farne Islands, along with some landscape work, capturing some of the 
fantastic castles on display in this great part of the uk.



Our exhibition in the summer also benefited from the lottery monies as we were able to hold the 
exhibition for a full week which was generously attended. We also ran a competition for non club 
members to encourage new members to get involved in photography. This was very kindly judged by 
longstanding life member John Bickerdike – Thank you John. 

Success was maintained in the now 3 Clubs trophy which Wakefield Retained the trophy for the 3rd 
year in a row! Well done to all those with images getting nominations. 

Our September outing saw members heading to Leeds for a spot of Architecture photography, taking 
in the golden light of the setting sun which was a great end to the evening. 

In October, it was Wakefield’s turn to host the Settle Trophy – a competition not held in or has 
anything to do with Settle as I have thought for years, but actually named after a former Doncaster 
CC President. 

Scoring was extremely tight this year with Wakefield getting piped to the post by 1 point by our old 
adversaries Doncaster.. 

However, we did get our own back in the recent PAGB Club Championship. Wakefield, along with 
Doncaster were selected to represent Yorkshire against the other clubs in the PAGB confederation 
and whilst we were both eliminated after round 1, our scoring in the 2nd round resulted in us scoring 
66 and taking 8th Place against the rest of the clubs and above Doncaster, putting that into context the
top spot scored 69 so some very tight margins indeed.

Moving forward into next year…… I’d like to get more of you involved in the club, be that in supporting
external competitions, offering help on the committee or helping on club nights, suggesting top 
speakers if you have seen them, the success of this year internally and externally can only be made 
possible by the continued help and support from the members, David K has said many times - this is 
your club…. Let’s be the top club in Yorkshire!!

I do have another idea for a trip planned for next year, not sure on dates as yet, but stay tuned for 
further details. It would be great to see more of you come along to what have been amazing trips so 
far!

All of this cannot be done however without the dedication and help from the committee, and you – the
members for who all this is for……. which brings me on to a vote of thanks…… which In no particular 
order…..

Trevor – Another sterling effort doing the accounts and taking money on club nights. We finally got 
there with the Brookhouse membership deductions too….. I hope… 

Robert - Thank you for the assistance with the setting up on Monday nights, and lighting / PA 
System. Your contribution in committee meetings is very much appreciated.

Michelle – thank you again for the help with Monday nights setting up alongside and assisting with 
the external competition selection. I’m sure the coming years selections will be just as great. 

Steve and Ian – Steve, a massive thanks for your help with the website over the last few years, the 
website has had many compliments which is testament to the work you have put in. I know you are 
stepping down from the website and we have a great replacement in Ian who is also doing a fantastic 
job behind the scenes!

Malcolm – another excellent organisation of the Ridings exhibition, this year for a full week in its 
better location on the lower level, really looking forward to this upcoming year’s exhibition so thank 
you.

Janey – New to the committee this year and great to have another female on the team. Softly spoken
as ever, I know you will not hold back in letting us know your thoughts.……. you have recently put the
Club’s Instagram account together too, and it will be great to see it take off. Thank you. 



Peter – Thanks again for putting together a superb syllabus, we had some amazing speakers this 
year, and the coming years looks even better, I have heard a few comments already from members 
about next years' syllabus so can't wait – I think Charlotte Graham will start the level high. Once again
you did an excellent job as Auctioneer and thank you for stepping up to open on some of the nights I 
have not been able to attend !! Thank you Peter, not only for this but also being part of the External 
Competition Selection Panel.

Paul - The Competition Secretary is another big undertaking within the club and takes a lot of time to 
organise. Your help and contribution to the club is very much appreciated and whilst in know you are 
looking to step down, I know you will continue to put the effort in. 

David – Taking a slightly more back seat role hopefully has allowed you more free time to undertake 
some more photography, but your contribution to club nights and committee meetings are still very 
much appreciated. 

Nigel – stepping up to the secretary’s role was never going to be easy, there is a lot to take in and 
organise, and still lots to learn, but you have done yourself and the club proud this year. You have 
been to many events as external comp secretary too. 

To our life members John Bickerdike, John Gardner, and David and Vera Jones, we welcome you 
any time to the club, your contribution when needed is most valuable, and Id like to say thankyou for 
your dedication to the club over the years. Trevor pointed out that there are two more life members. 

There is one more thanks that I would like to give, and that is to all you ---- the members……. For 
helping on a Monday, or during an RPS event, for giving up time to help set up the Exhibition or help 
man the stand, or for just coming along and making our club what it is. 

Thank you.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the committee and members a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!!

David Kershaw proposed a vote of thanks to Steve for a successful year in the role of club president. 

7.      Proposed amendments to the constitution:- 

a.     Section 7; A person is deemed a member of the Club upon payment of the fixed annual 
subscription for which a receipt will be given. 

To be amended to: 'A person is deemed a member of the Club upon payment of the fixed annual 
subscription for which a receipt will be given on request',

This was proposed by Peter Wells and agreed by those present at the meeting.

b.    Section 9; Membership Classifications; In addition to the classifications, it is proposed to 
include the following:-

'Carers of members will not be charged an annual membership or an entry fee.'

This was proposed by David Kershaw and agreed by those present at the meeting w pointed out 
that carers would have to be members to enter competitions.

8.      Election of Officers for 2020.



The meeting unanimously agreed that the following people were voted into office:-

Post 2020 Proposed Seconded

President Steven A Wood - until 
December 2020

Vice President Peter Wells Trevor Bottomley Nigel Hazell

Treasurer Trevor Bottomley Peter Wells Malcolm Dobson

General Secretary Nigel Hazell Robert Bilton Malcolm Dobson

Syllabus Secretary Peter Wells Sally Sallett Trevor Bottomley

Int Comp Secretary Paul Wagstaff Steven A Wood David Kershaw

Ext Comp Secretary Nigel Hazell Steve A Wood Peter Wells

Events & Exhibitions 
Sec

Malcolm Dobson Peter Wells Trevor Bottomley

Web Master Ian Waddington Nigel Hazell Peter Wells

Web master support Steve Wright Nigel Hazell Steven A Wood

Elected Members (2+) Robert Bilton Steven A Wood Malcolm Dodson

Michelle Howell Nigel Hazell Robert Bilton

Jane Lazenby Michelle Howell Robert Bilton

Neil Clarke David Kershaw Sally Sallett

Sarah Hargreaves Ian Waddington Steven A Wood

Life Members John Bickerdike

(have a vote on any Trevor Bottomley

committee meeting John Gardner

they care to attend) David Kershaw

David Jones 

Vera Jones

YPU Representatives 
*

David Kershaw

Steven A Wood

Paul Wagstaff

 Auditor John Upson  
 (none committee 
post)

* (up to 3 agreed in committee)

Neil Clarke and Sarah Hargreaves volunteered to become elected members of the committee. 

9.      2020 Syllabus 

This has now been published and was made available to members recently.

10.      Any Other Business



(i) Jane Lazenby proposed that the club should offer those on means tested benefits the same 
membership fees as those of 60 and above. This would bring the club into line with other 
clubs/organisations.

It was agreed that this will be considered by the committee in January.

(ii) With regard to future syllabus planning,  a request has been made for more Brookhouse based 
workshop sessions by Geoff Cross via email.

There was some discussion about this without any significant conclusions. The matter will be given 
due consideration by the committee in planning the syllabus for 2021.

There was also discussion about the Wednesday evening workshops/surgeries. Malcolm felt that 
these should have more structure while Nigel believed that flexibility was of importance.

Jane Lazenby explained how she was keen to develop a Buddying system which could come into 
operation in the new year. Finding a way to access members' skills was she felt to be a key to helping
the club and its membership develop. David stressed the importance of members asking for support. 
The validity and relevance of the Summer Beginners' Workshops was also questioned by Sally 
Sallett. 

The committee will consider the best approach and circulate members with the relevant information 
and framework when appropriate.

(iii) Mike Hinchliffe pointed out that despite requests for mobiles to be turned off, some members were
looking at their screens during meetings. This was proving to be a distraction.

Steve Wright pointed out that the webmasters use mobile devices to prepare reports for the website 
during meetings; however they do sit at the back of the room.

Nigel asked if it would be possible to prepare a suitable projected screen saver that could be 
displayed before a meeting? The committee will discuss the matter further at the next meeting. 

NDH

14.12.19


